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CENTRAL INTELLIQENCE AGENCY
OFYICK CF CURRENT INTELLIGEXCE

23 Auguet 1561

SUBJECT: THE ARNED COMNUNIST MOVEMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES

The Communist guerriils movement in the Philippines
originated during Worid War I1 as part of the resistance ef-
fort against the Japanese. Communist controlled units--the
itukbba labap or Feopie's Asti-Japanese Forces--were operative
by »id-1942, and efforis aade to organize pessants snd es-
tablish administrative coatrol in scattered sress of ceantral
Luzoo., With the iiberation of the Paiiippines, some units of
the Huk forces subtmitted to Philippine governmeat authority,
bhul a sizeadble hard core refused to surrender its arms and
retained base stroggnoids in mountainous areas of ceatral
Lugon.

taring the period of early Fhiiippine independence from
iv46 to 1949, the Comsunist party engaged is some “legal activity”
within labor and political circles through froot groups. The
Phiilippine government's continuing sttempt teo suppress the Huk
guerrillas resulted in open armed conflict by late 1949, with

many prominent ieftists snd Communist party leaders them in
Hanila fleeing to the Huk forces. The Huk movement, changing

its name te Feopie's Liberation Forces (HMB), gained a consider-
able popular following in cemtral Luszon,where war-iime disruption
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of the economy cowbined with loag-prevailing lané temurs abuses
wore & source of pessant unrest. Thw notoricusly frawiulent
presidential elections of P9 further contribated to popalar
disilivsioneent with democratic progesses in the coumtiry.

The movesent resched ites zenith ip i9d0, spreading W areas
of northern snd southers Lumcs and to the southers islands,
particalariy Pamay. The HMB at that tise imaluded an sstisated
12,000 to 13,000 arsed fellowers and 30,000 3o 40,000 sywpathizers.
puring thie period, the ENS evidently hoped tc ostabiish “liberated”
areas in centrsl Laxon from which they could eventuslly meize
national power. Large-uacale attacks were conducted, fraquently
cisme to the city of Esaila. Govermment forces providec Little
effective opposition. Raspant corruption in the povernsont,
in the aray apd in the coastabulary, and dopressed ecopomic
wosditions offered the raral popilations of aflected areas
little alternative 1o the Haks., There was po svidence curainyg
this peried of substential ocuteide susistanes (¢ the LNE,

Dwring (991, a rapid improvemseat in the goverament's po-
sitien resqited from a comdbined millitery mand psychological pro-
gram carvied out <nder iLeifense Secrelary Reason Magsaysay with
US/HAAG advice and ssEistance. Reorganized aray and cossisbulary
units SOoUnted AgEressive COURter-ESASUres aAgainst the HEB aad
reform projects were initiated to gsin publiz comfidence and
aooperation. 4y Janunry 1983 the HES movemest bhad been redacec
1o aboul 5,00 W 3,000 armed followers and no lLonger posdd &
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The {48 has been rurther weakened by continuing security
avtions, the surrender of several key guerrilia figeres in-
cluding lLuls Yare: ssd Casto Alejandrino, and by the latro-

25X1
gGuction of some econonic and social refors mensures., At the

preasnt time, the HE3,

is esii~

mated (o have about 260300 armed sen and scome §,000 active
syapathizers. Its atromgholds are lisited to Pampange and
Tariac provisces in central Lawos, altheugh sporadic sctivity
sttributed to the HES ocours in some other sress of Luson. The
HED presently bhas paly minoy naisance capability. %aile there
hawve been repurte is regent aonths that the HER is attempling
to expand its guerrilis strengilh by recraitwent, capitalising
on sope scomomic deterioration in rursal aress, there is o
fira evidence of any significant growilb.

ince EI3E3, the Compunist movement in the Philippines has
inoreasingly enphmeised aon~viclent tactics, exploiting the
grovth of mationsiias ia labor, student and intellectuml circies,
There is some indication of an emerging Communist leadership
#ithin thewe circies, but no clear evidence as yet of close
soordination with #lements still active in the HEE soveament.
Captarad party docwsents, sad fastly and social ties, however,
suggest the likelibood of at leéast some contact.

i chronsiogy i3 attached,
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Japanese atteack on the main Huk headguarters led
o 2 temporary policy of retrest inte mountein
strongholds and Euk base areas. A pensant frout
organization with sesi-goverssental functions was
ontablished ia central Luxon ,

tmits of the Huky reaist restoration of Philip-
Pine goverament suthority,

Some Communist Party participation in labor aad
political front activity, Luis Taruw elected
o coagreas .,

The Hushalabap and its Natiomel Pemsants' Unton
vubta#ed By the Fozas governaent.,

Tesplite some AEnesty negotiatioas, by 1Y armed
sosflicot spreosd from woin Huk bases in central
Lugor to other areas of the island. Taruc and
ather Commmiat leaders Joined Huk Iasurrection.

enith of lak strength in the Philippines, charac—

terized by large-scale attaciks in Lumon agaimst
iittle goverameat opponition. The Hukbalahap
nssomd the titie Hakboeng Hapuzpalayang Sayan,
eople's Liberation Arny. ’

Governwent Kilitary Intelligence Service raid

oh Communist hesdquarters in Haniie, capturing
several top party leaders and documents was first
wajor success in governmest's RELL-EME campmign,

Undier the loadership of then Detense Secretary
Haguaysay, the Philippione army, with BALG train-
iog and nssistance, was reorganized into smallew
woumter gusrrilia units (the Battalion Combat
Toum boing a basic unit) for aggressive actions
againet the Huke., This was combined with paycho-
dogival warfare campaiges, including rosettle-
ut of surrendering guerrilias, with governmunt
asnintagee,

Mass swrreaders of HUB on Luson, virtusl giimina-
tion of i) movesent on Panay,
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2% : Commucist Party begsn to shift
iz;ma;m rarmed straggle™ to non~vioient
taction, with imcreasing emphasis on sabversion,
tighter discipline.

Eporadic otiations towerd gurreader of Wl
?ﬁmm z::i‘ ampesty for the rsaks curuq cgt
by the oairine administration in i@ﬁ_:% aac oy
tiw Hngsaysay administratios im 1834. A split
pegan to oscur in HHB landership.

Survendeyr of Luls Tafug, W08t populisr (M3 leaderx
o LaEdi.

faics retain ainor krmed force, cesleres in -
Tarlag-Pampangs provinees, bul lack capability
for threatsning the Philippiae governsent.

Approved For Release 2004/10/08 : CIA-RDP79S00427A000500040041-6



